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Excuse us for a moment.
We'r e on hold while J ohn
Grog an runs down to the
basement. Duty is calling. In
this case, ªdutyº is W oodson,
the ªMarley & Meº author's
new est four-legg ed family
member . For some r eason,
the 9-month-old, housebr o-
ken yello w Lab has r un
downstairs , having confused
the basement for his o wn
personal r estr oom. 

To be kind, he could be
mar king ter ritory . This is a
new home his f amil y has
just mo ved into. 

Grog an adopted W oodson
off the set of ªMarley & Me ,º
the film inter preta tion of
Grog an's best-seller star ring
Jennifer Aniston as Gr o-
gan's wife, J enny, Owen
Wilson as the columnist/
author and Woodson, of
course , who had the task of
playing a Labrador pup. (In
case you'v e missed the h y-
per-mark eting that ri vals the
famous Marley's intensity ,
the movie opens on Christ-
mas Day.)

ªI'm sur r ounded by bo xes
and junk,º Gr ogan says,
when he r etur ns to the
phone . He's just weeks bac k
fr om the tour promoting his
new book, ªThe Longest T rip
Home ,º and finishing up the
mov e into his f amil y's r eno-
vated 1790 stone farmhouse.
ªW e moved in two parts: W e
mov ed half the stuff bef ore
the book tour [in ear ly No-
vember]. And y esterda y w e
mov ed the rest. It's just star t-
ing to feel like our o wn
house no w.º 

The ªnewº home in Coop-
ersberg, Pa., is not far fr om
the vinyl-sided sub urban
abode that the Gr ogansÐ
John, J enny, Patric k, 16,
Connor , 15, Colleen, 11,
Woodson, Gracie (an ªolder
and calmer Labº) and thr ee
new kittensÐhad outg rown.
In addition to the f arm-
house, the new 19-acre home-
stead has a wood-frame cot-
tage (now Gr ogan's writing
place), a stone barn, tw o-car
garag e (originally built f or
hay wagons), a walk-in
chick en coop, meado w, lots of
deer, wetlands , swamps and
a stream. It's also got per en-
nials and roses that Gr ogan,
the f or mer editor -in-chief of
Org anic Gardening ma ga-
zine , transplanted from their
old house. 

The decor is ªdefinitel y
eclectic ,º Gr ogan says. ªA lot
of African art, se veral Bud-
dhas f loa ting around, Ha t-
itian art we collected w hile
[li ving] in Florida, a Rasta-
farian mask that we got fr om
a gallery in Key West. Plus
some traditional pieces .
[Also], I like to collect old
tools . I have them on the wall
out [in the writing cotta ge]. I
lik e them with a story .º

Speaking of stories, y ou
should know: Woodson r e-
deemed himself after he
reliev ed himself down in the
basement. As he walked b y
the front-loading washer, his
tail g ave it an enthusiastic
and mighty w hack. And tha t
star ted it up .

What item in your home
say s John Gr og an liv es
her e: The [b lown-up] ªMar-
ley & Meº book co ver tha t's
on the wall. ... [and] botani-
cal prints. I ha ve a framed
19th Century r eproduction
botanical print of a plant
with the little Latin written
on it. T hat's pretty much a
John Gr ogan signa tur e state-
ment.

Thre e things on y our
nightst and: My iPod and its
alarm-cloc k doc ker. The
book I'm reading right no w
ªT he Botany of Desireº b y
Mic hael Pollan. And the
latest issues of Esquire and
Newsw eek. 

One thing on a wall in y our
living room: A larg e
31¤2-by-5-foot framed poster of
the imperial Chinese emper-
or that was part of a Ger man
ar t exhibit. ... We [also] ha ve
one of those big wr ought-
ir on fir eplace bars that y ou'd
hang kettles on, and we ha ve
it mounted it on the wall.

One thing you ha ve in y our
house from your child-
hood: When I started to
write ªThe Longest T rip
Home ,º I started g athering
things that would jog m y
memories from my c hild-
hood. And I found my sec-
ond-grade school pictur eÐit
was still in that little car d-
boar d frame. ... T hat's sitting
up on my dresser in m y
bedr oom. 

Thre e things w e' d find in
your medicine c abinet:
Gar den Tomato Toner b y
Bur t's Bees, ib upr ofen f or
achy bones after I split fir e-
wood, toothpaste, mouth-
wash, deodorant.

Thre e things w e' d find in
your r efrigerat or? The
usual suspects: tur key cold
cuts , Muenster cheese and
nan br ead. 

If you had to s av e one
"thing" from your home,
what would it be? That's
easy. I've actually said this
before . Just bef or e my dad
died, I made a videotape of
him and he told me his
whole life story ... I w ould
definitel y gra b those [ta pes].
Those are very precious to
me.

What is the bigg es t c ollec-
tion in your home? Old
tools , many of w hic h I buy a t
garag e sales. ... Oh, and I
hav e every Kinks alb um.
They'r e just in a w ooden
crate . I was a huge fan in
junior high school. 

What r eading mat erial
w ould we find in y our
bathr oom? None. Ther e are
tw o kinds of people in this
wor ld. Those that ha ve read-
ing material in their ba th-
r oom and those that don't.
[In our house,] all the r ead-
ing stuff's on the bed stand.
The bathr oom: It's a no-r ead
zone.

Mos t emb arr assing thing
in your home that you hide
when gues t s come o ver:
For us, the big issue isÐw e
hav e two dogsÐit's a do g-
hair fiesta. We race ar ound
doing a last-minute vacuum. 

If we came une xpectedly,
w ould we find your bed
madeÐor not made? Made
every morning. I'm usuall y
the second [one] up and I
alwa ys make the bed. My
wife would pr obabl y dispute
tha t. We mostly do that be-
cause our dogs are r eally
disobedient and if they g et
up on the bed, it's better if
they get up on the co vers
ra ther than the sheets .

Bes t furniture b arg ain y ou
ev er g ot? A neighbor up the
hill was thr owing out an old
couch. Jenny spotted it and
it looked like it had good
bones and she dra gged it to
an upholsterer and it's a
beautiful piece no w.

What CD or ar tis t w ould
w e find in your pla yer ( or
on your iPod)? Just listen-
ing to the A vett Br others'
ªEmotionalism.º T hey're
lik e organic r ockÐbanjos
and mandolins and stuf f
[with] kind of a r ock rh ythm.
I heard them in San F ran-
cisco in a shop in Haight-
Asbury.

Do you hang your t oilet
paper with the p aper
hanging o ver the front or
do wn the back? Over the
fr ont. I don't know w hy, it's
just the way it's al ways been.
My wife and I are on the
same page. 

Do you do any snooping o f
your own when visiting
friends? I do like to look a t
wha t people read. I'll wander
over to the bookshelv es. It
reall y tells you something
about them.

SN OOP P ATROL

New house, new pup and whole
lot of that ol' M̀arley' love

One of Gr ogan' s favorit e things? The wood s tov e in his writing
cottag e. ªI love playing with fire! That 's Woodson my Lab
(adopt ed from the ªMarley & Meº mo vie)... and my f avorite,
well-brok en-in leather r eading chair. On top of the s tov e is an old
antique y oke I found at an auc tion, º says Grogan ( shown with
Gracie, at right).

This 19th Century v anit y be-
long ed to Gr ogan' s mat ernal
grandmother . ªMy mo ther
paint ed it hot pink in the 1960s
(chalk it up to the time s), and I
spent y ears chipping and
sanding that pink paint o ff . . . . I
love this pie ce because it
connect s me with my p ast . My
mo ther had it in her bedr oom
as a t eenager. º 

Peek in on ac tor
Freddy R odriguez's

Wes t Co ast pad with us at
chicagotribune.com/snoop . 

More snoops
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