SNOOP PATROL

Riding high in ‘Hollywood’s’

By Elaine Matsushita
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Life is good for designer/
TV design show host Ken-
neth Brown. New baby. New
bedding line for QVC. New
baby line of crib bedding and
decorative accessories that
just made its debut in Babies
“R” Us stores last week. And,
oh, did we mention he’s
designing Zac Efron’s house?
Vanessa Anne Hudgens’ too.

That’s separate houses,
the L.A.-based designer
notes, for the romantically
linked “High School Mu-
sical” stars.

And when it comes to their
design styles, “they’re com-
plete opposites,” he shares
with us in a recent telephone
interview.

“If they ever get married,
they’ll have to have separate
houses. He’s very modern
and she’s very traditional.”

And Brown? “I’'m smack
dab in the middle of them,”
says the host of HGTV’s
“reDesign” and TLC’s “Over
Designed.”

His modern-meets-tradi-
tional style is just like his
home: a warm and modern
three-bedroom in a Holly-
wood landmark at the corner
of Hollywood and Vine.

He and his 5-month-old
daughter, Harper (“the light
of my life”’), and two dachs-
hunds, Oliver and Benson,
live on the ninth floor—right
below Charlize Theron. And
from his bedroom window,
he can see the HOLLYWOOD
sign and the Capital Records
sign.

“It is a 180 from my child-
hood home on the outskirts
of Baton Rouge, La.,” Brown
says. “It was a home home. It
was a family home,” he says
of the Acadian-style house.
“It was on a lot of land. And
it was a wonderful place to
grow up in. We never had the
nicest of things. ... but it was
the most comfortable home
I’ve ever been in.”

Brown attributes that
comfort partly to the smell of
his dad’s cooking, partly to
the way it was situated on
the land. And the furniture.
“It’s what I grew up with.
They never got new furni-
ture.”
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Interior designer/TV design
show host Kenneth Brown.

What item in your home
shouts “Kenneth Brown
lives here!” The wall color.
It’s a muddy green brown—
pretty much in all the main
living areas. It’s that color
that if you looked on a paint-
chip chart, you’d say, ‘Ooh,
disgusting.’

But when you see it on the
wall, you love it. (It’s Sher-
win-Williams Status Bronze,
No. 7034.) The floors are
ebony. ... I use a very high-
gloss white molding that
really gives it definition and
really sets it off.

One thing on your night-
stand: A clock. It is a non-
digital clock. I can’t stand
digital clocks. I just hate the
color that it glows. And it
just never seems to work
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The Ladybug Paisley set (comforter, bumper pad, sheet and crib
skirt, $159.99) is from Brown'’s collection for Babies “R” Us.

with the decor. ... [His clock One thing on a wall in your
is] sort of art deco. It’'s cream  bedroom: Probably the

and has numerals at 12, 3, 6 dangerous Curtis Jere-style
and 9. It’s very simple and starburst metal sculpture.
classic. (Why dangerous? L.A.’s
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Above the bed, Brown’s “dangerous” metal sculpture. On his

nightstand, a simple and classic non-digital clock.

affinity for earthquakes, he
answers.)

One thing you have in your
house from your child-
hood: I have these two old
[metal] lion bookends. ...
They look more expensive
than they are. I think I got
them at a garage sale or my
mom did. I remember as a
kid loving them.

Three things we’d find
under your kitchen sink:
Old T-shirts, a plant water-
ing can and a bucket.

What is the biggest collec-
tion in your home?
Books—art books and his-
tory books. They’re my two
favorites. Some are now
spilling over and becoming
side tables in the house.

What reading material
would we find in your

bathroom? I don’t have any.
I just never understood that.

Biggest surprise we’d find
in your closet: That I don’t
own a winter jacket.

Three things we’d find
under your bed? My cell
phone charger. A dog ramp.
And a flashlight.

Do you do any snooping of
your own when visiting
friends? No. [But] defi-
nitely, I always have the urge
to help them tidy up and
arrange their accessories.

Do you hang your toilet
paper over the front or
down the back: However it
goes on.

Who would you like us to
“snoop” in on? Marc
Jacobs. I’d like to see what
surprise he has in his closet.
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Chgo-Beverly 9323 S Bell
This gracious brick & stone home was ahead of
its time with distinctive style & wonderful layout.
Perfect setting for “New Family Memories”.

Nancy Hotchkiss 708-237-7722
Prudential Biros Web # CIYU1

$499,000

> Open Sunday 1-3P. M.
- -

Chgo-Beverly 9335 S Leavitt $369,000
This Beverly Bungalow is much larger than it
appears! Totally redecorated! Mint condition. For
more info, go to Yahoo-Search: PRU4H7P6.

Nancy Hotchkiss 708-237-7722
Prudential Biros Web # CIYT1
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Pleasant Prairie 9633 Lakeshore Dr. $999,000
March completion for new 4000SF home on Lk
Michigan  handicap friendly w/ELEVATOR ,shore
protection,sandy beach,ramp for water toys + more.
Southeast WI. /262 694-0631

markbuilds@sbcglobal.net Web # CIVB1

Invite
500,000 people
to your next

Open House
with Web
Ads Plus!

=
nlrectorv ® MAP complete driving directions to

chicagotribune.com/homefinder

To Advertise,
Click on:

9323 S BELL

This gracious brick and stone home was ahead of its time in
floor plan design! Its distinctive style offers a wonderful layout,
generous room sizes, eat-in kitchen, main floor den and sun-
room with a second fireplace and wet bar! All original features
are intact and extremely well maintained.
Nancy Hotchkiss / 708-237-7722

To have your home considered for the “Home of the Day”
feature, please go to chicagotribune.com/homefinder

O VISIT www.OpenHouses.com

VIEW all the details of the homes
and communities that interest you.

Open Houses you want to see!

orcall (312) 222-2222.

Sell Your Property Fast!
In print and online for as low as $59

el

'web ads

more information online @
chicagotribune.com/homefinder

Chicago, IL
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Our BIGGEST
Window & Door Sale
of the Year!
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A Save$10 O*aiam

months
no payments
no interest*

*when you purchase any combination
of 4 or more windows or patio doors

Glenview
2300 Ridge Dr.
(Behind Target, Off Willow Rd.)

Renewal |
byAndersen.|

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

For a free consultation or information packet:
« Call 1-866-836-2748 (toll-free)
= Visit renewalbyandersen.com

= Visit one of our showrooms near you

an Andersen Company

Lombard
Yorktown Convenience Center
(Off Highland Ave., Near Carson’s Furniture)

Hours: M-W, F 10-6; Th 10-8; Sat & Sun 10-4
45% MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT IN WINTER*

+ As compared to ordinary dual pane glass. Values are based on comparison to U-Factor and SHGC ratings for clear
glass non-metal frame window default values from the 2006 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC).

* DETAILS OF OFFER - Offer expires Feburary 7, 2009. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Financing
available with approved credit only. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal

by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen
locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trade-
marks of Andersen Corporation. © 2009 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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transactions

Prudential Biros
E-mail info@birosrealestate.com

WEB ID #CIYU1

mortgage
calculator

Sell your property fast...

To place an ad go to chi com/|

Print & Online Packages

Friday Sunday Fri. & Sun.
$59 $119 Combo $149

[chicagotrihune.com/homefinder =

web ads plus

and click

Chicago Tribune

IT'S A WHOLE NEW DAY

Find car reviews, maintenance tips,
and more inside Rides on Sundays.




