
Shop it
Oak Lawn nativ e and American de sign

darling L aur a Kirar comes to the Chicago ar ea
fiv e or six times each year to visit her big
family , shop at Barneys and dine with old
friends at Blac kbird and Avec. Her most
r ecent trip, in ear ly February , came with a
four th mission: to bring a new selection of
her Baker fur nitur e collection to Mac y's.
The new additions complement and add to
the existing Laura Kirar for Baker collection
tha t Macy's has carried for the past y ear.

Inc luded in the new outcropping of a p-
proximatel y 20 fur nishings , lighting and
accessories are a hea vil y lacquered T eabox
Cabinet ($10,486), whic h Kirar describes as
ªa sculptural stora ge piece Ð my f avorite of
the b unc hº; a Lien T ray Table ($1,680) with
removab le lea ther -sided, coral-lacquer ed
tra ys; and linen-upholstered Neue Loung e
Chairs ($4,816).

Wha t sets Kirar's stuff a par t from the r est
is its li ved-in, antiqued look Ð cer tainl y a
bypr oduct of Kirar's well-heeled tra velogue
Ð and its eclectic rang e. ªEach of these piec-
es stands on its own,º Kirar sa ys. 

See Kirar's ne wl y added Baker pieces no w
in the Sta te-and-Washington windows of
Mac y's on State Street, 111 N. State St., 312-
781-5000.On Feb. 24, the pieces will be tak en
out of the windows and folded into the 8th
floor displa y. Also availab le in-store a t
Mac y's Oak Brook Home Stor e, 1717 W. 22nd
St., Oak Brook. 630-645-4980.

P.S. When y ou'r e finished c hecking out
Kirar's fur niture , mosey down to the 6th
floor for a peek at the Spring 2008 additions
to Macy's luxury bedding line, Hotel Collec-
tion. Meant to echo the amenities enjo yed in
fiv e-star hotels, the line is r eplete with sk y-
high thread counts (450 to 800) and equall y
ric h colors, such as b lack, i vory and a gean.
Glacier is the name of the collection's pr e-
mier e line. It includes satin shams, f aux
suede decora tiv e pillows and embr oidered
sheets ($70 for shams to $270 for the co verlet
and comf or ter). 

Select in ventories of the Hotel Collection

tain and fea tur es layers upon la yers of ame-
nities , including neck pillo ws, a towel war m-
er and a sound mac hine . In a de partur e fr om
the boutique hotel's trademark vibrant color
scheme, this suite k eeps it quiet in shades of
beig e and burgundy , diffused lighting and a
textur ed, leaf-patter ned wallco vering. 

Can't af for d the minimum $359 nightl y
ra te? Take a piece of it home instead. T he
suite's Bamboo/Cotton blend sheets ($160 to
$180), bedding and decora tiv e pillows ($50 to
$500), KN Two Story Coil on Coil Ma ttr ess by
Simmons ($3,649 to $5,699), and Supima Cot-
ton Bath T owels ($12 to $50) are availab le to
buy Ð all under the KN Luxury Home brand
Ð at most area Carson Pirie Scott loca tions
and at www.bon-ton.com .

Hotel Monaco Chica go, 225 N. Wabash A ve.,
312-960-8500;monaco-chicago.com .

Ð S.W.

Buy it
Who knew tea could be so me smerizing?

Pour boiling water o ver your T eaposy and
watc h the little bud Ð made of silver needle
white tea and dried f low ers Ð blossom be-
for e your ey es. Availab le in eight varieties or
a medley assor tment.

Cost: $18.99 to $19.99 for a box of six at Art
Effects, 934 W. Armitag e Ave., 773-929-3600;
Paper Trail, 5309 N. Clark St., 773-275-2191.
Or order through importika.com .

Ð Tiffany Me yers

Shop it
Pagoda Red, the Buck to wn shop specializ-

ing in 18th and 19th Century Chinese fur ni-
tur e and ar tifacts , is staging a rare W are-
house Sale from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sa turday
[Feb. 23] through Monday [F eb. 25]. The sale
will take place at its new warehouse at 1201
W. Washington St. and fea tur e both contem-
porary and antique Chinese pieces. Among
the highlights: lacquered copper pa tio
lanter ns standing 4 to 6 feet tall (w ere $180,
on sale for $58 apiece) and small, cr ushed
bamboo-cover ed stools done in old Chinese
shapes but gi ven a modern inter pretation
(wer e $580, design prototypes will be on sale
for $100 to $200 apiece). Also: a variety of
pieces from P agoda Red's general collection
inc luding antique ar moires , stools, low ta-

bles (suita ble as coffee ta bles), altar ta bles
and chairs at discounts of 25 percent to 70
per cent of f. Deli very is a vailable . 

For more inf or mation, call 773-235-1188 or
visit pagodared.com .

Ð K ar en Kla ges

Romance it
Candle s may be the pr eferr ed lighting

accessor y for a moody dinner ta ble, but w hat
about cr eating a romantic a tmospher e in
other parts of the house? Magnificent T rim-
ming's Light Charms are tin y, jewel-like
magnetic c har ms that you can use to tempo-
raril y doll up a c handelier , sconce, candela-
bra or lamp. When the mood has passed,
remov e them as easily as you would a ma g-
net from your r efrigerator . Choose from the
fanciest of Swar ovski crystals to simpler
Murano dr oplets . Most c har ms come in sets
of thr ee, the perfect number to dress up a
piece without crossing the line to g audy. 

Cost: About $33 for a set of three Mini
Tears to $140.80 for a Swar ovski Crystal
Flow. To or der, call 800-655-8746 or visit mag-
trim.com .

Ð S.W.

swunderlich@tribune.com;
kklages@tribune.com

H&G to do list

Designer L aur a Kirar brings new B aker piec es
to Mac y's this month, including this T eabox
Lacquer Cabinet ($1 0,486).

With T eaposy , the
act of br ewing
te a enters the
realm of per-
formanc e art. 

ar e availab le online ( macys.com ) and at all
ar ea Macy's loca tions.

Ð Shaila W underlich

Sleep on it
Hotel Monaco Chicago debuts its new KN

Tranquility Suite this month, a stylish oasis
of calm and comf or t for the weary tra veler Ð
and a hands-on sho wr oom for luxury life-
style brand Karen Neub urger . 

The suite was designed by interior design
student Brandie Pittelk ow (talk about a g reat
first gig) as part of a scholarship sponsor ed
by Karen Neub urger . Pittelk ow was among
four student finalists from the Illinois In-
stitute of Ar t-Schaumb urg tapped. ªT he
challeng e was to find the key between the
Kar en Neub urg er brand and the hotel
brand,º Pittelk ow says. ªBut a bove all, m y
goal was comf or t. I pla yed with texture a lot
Ð things that feel good.º 

The 450-square-foot suite, w hic h is com-
prised of a se para te bedroom and par lor , is
anchor ed around a natural stone water f oun-
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ªEv ery home needs ha ppiness ,º says the
queen of a billion-dollar home fur nishings
empire.

No, not Queen Martha. T hat was Ka thy
Ir eland talking. Y es, the same Ka th y Ir eland
who graced the top-selling Sports Illustra ted
swimsuit issue in 1989 and two others after
that.

Just ho w, you might ask, did Ireland come
to be chief designer and CEO of Ka th y Ir e-
land W orldwide , making fur niture , flooring,
lighting, window tr eatments , home of fice

and entertainment fur-
niture , bedding, home
accessories , por celain,
wallcov ering, bath ac-
cessories , water fea-
tures , jewelry and a p-
par el? Just when did an
inter est in design and
business begin, y ou
wonder?

Rewind the reel mor e
than 30 y ears. There , in
the asphalt-pa ved dri ve-
way of her c hildhood
home in Santa Barbara,
Calif ., stands an 11-year-
old Ireland, flush fr om
her first job winging
newspa pers onto fr ont
stoops and dri veways.

Her mother, Ireland r ecalls , comes home to
find her there Ð with a contractor discuss-
ing the construction of her new bedr oom
above the garage.

ªI wanted my own bedroom,º she told us in
a tele phone interview la te last month bef ore
she headed off for the Las V egas Fur niture
Mark et to un veil, among other things, a
thr ee-piece peninsula desk that can be con-
figur ed several wa ys for San Die go-based
Mar tin Fur niture . ªI shared a room with m y
sister . ... It was going to be beautiful,º she
said of her dream room. ªI could see it.º

But it had to wait.
She did eventuall y get one. But toda y, Ir e-

land, is back to sharing. No w, it's with hus-
band Dr. Gr eg Olsen. Their bedroom is one of
fiv e in the Tuscan/Mediterranean home she
and Olsen built in Santa Barbara for their
famil y Ð Erik, 13, Lil y, 9, and 4-year-old
Chloe , and their pups Spar ky and Luc ky, and
fish and a fr og.

ªOur home is definitely a la b. It's al ways
changing [as w e'r e] trying out new pr oducts
[fr om her business],º said Ireland, w hose
business aim is to offer solutions for f ami-
lies , especially busy moms. ªIt's kind of an
eclectic mix.º

The home is filled with color and a tr ea-
sur ed art collection. It's w hat ªr eall y mak es
our home ha ppy,º Ireland said. ªWe ha ve the
best art collection e ver. It's done by our thr ee
childr en. They'r e very pr olific.º

Mos t luxurious f eatur e in your home: A big
bathtub (with Jacuzzi jets). I can't say I ha ve
time to use it much. The last time I used it,
I'd just come home from a trip and had a r eal
need. And I was multitasking. As the ba th
was running, I was showing my son some
new products on the computer ... turns out
the tub had flooded ... We ran and got e very
tow el [but] we had to mo ve out for tw o
months . 

One thing on a wall in your living room: My
brother-in-la w [Paul Panossian] is an ar tist
and he painted a picture of our old house
befor e we had to demolish it. He e ven
patc hed the roof Ð the house looks better

than it e ver looked. . . . [Also] one of my best
friends [Baret Boisson] did a f amil y por trait
and she just ca ptur ed every one's personality. 

One thing you ha ve in your house from y our
childhood: I mentioned I had a paper r oute.
Well, my Uncle Ric har d knew I couldn't do it
in one trip Ð I had to do it in two Ð so he
made this cart that I had to a ttac h to m y
bike . It's not in the house [now] but it's in the
garage. He put my name on the back of it. He
painted it y ello w and put my name on it with
r ed tape.

Oldes t thing in your fridge or fr eezer: It
would frighten you. My dad g rew up in Li v-
er pool during W or ld War II so I think I ha ve
tha t ªsavingº gene in me ... and our kids ar e
alwa ys making concoctions when w e'r e test-
ing our carpeting, our r ugs. I tell the kids to
go find the most disgusting things in our
fridg e and have at it. It's g reat.

One thing on your nightstand: You would find
my Bible on my nightstand, as well as a lot of
other junk Ð like papers , registra tion f orms
for our daughter's kinderg ar ten, pens, cand y,
my alarm c lock, lamp, books ... some are on
par enting and there's one by Josh McDo well.

Bigges t surprise w e'd find in your clo set: I'm
kind of a pack rat. I ha ve a lot of old things

tha t r eall y don't belong and I need to go
thr ough my closet. . . . I've got some c lothes
tha t cer tainl y don't fit me and I'm waiting
for them to fit [but] I'm coming to the conc lu-
sion that it's not going to happen any time
soon.

If we came une xpectedly , would we find y our
bed made? Unmade . Ther e's only so man y
hours of the day; y ou'v e got to prioritize y our
time.

What is the bigg est c ollection in y our home?
We have a lot of seashells from our tra vels.
We love the beach. And r ocks. The kids just
lov e to collect r ocks. 

Wher e in your home do you feel mo st cr e-
ative? You kno w, I feel most cr eativ e out-
doors . For me, on our patio outside. I think of
all the designers, God is the ultimate and I
get so much inspiration from just being amid
his cr eations.

Color of the walls in your bedroom: It's kind
of like a roasted peach with gold tones in it.

Thr ee things w e'd find under your bed? You'd
find much more than that. I don't e ven kno w.
Some old socks. You'd find clothing, y ou'd
find my w ork paper. You'd find our kids' to ys
and you'd pr obabl y find some of the do g's
toys.

Weirdes t thing about (or in) your home: It's
probabl y a 5-year-old concoction in our kids'
bathr oom that our son put to gether . He just
hasn't wanted to get rid of it. It's in a soa p
dispenser Ð a Tweety Bird soap dispenser .
I'm sure [it's got] things from the r efrigera-
tor , all o ver the house, outside . ... You just
hav e to pick your ba ttles.

ematsushita@tribune.com

SNOOP PATROL

A place for experimenting and family

Photo s from K athy Ireland

ªO ur home is definitely a lab. It's alw ays changing [as w e're ] trying out new products [fr om
her busine ss],º s ays Kath y Ireland, chief designer and CEO of K ath y Ireland W orldwide.

Ireland and her husband, D r. Greg Olsen built
their fiv e-bedr oom home eight y ears ago.

Ireland still has the cart her uncle made f or
her when she was 11 and had a paper r oute.

Photo by John Exley

Kath y Ir eland,
chie f de signer
and CEO of K athy
Ireland W orld-
wide.
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